fications for the office, I feel all the more bound to exert myself to the utmost to discharge aright the duties which devolve upon me, and to try and promote in every way the interests of the Society.
I have no intention of requiting your kindness by inflicting on you a formal inaugural address at this time, but shall confine my remarks to a few suggestions as to how we may best promote the objects which, as a Society, we have in view. These objects are the accumulation and diffusion of professional information, so as to advance medical science, to promote the interests of our common profession, and to benefit suffering humanity. Our constitution as a Society implies mutual co-operation for these purposes. Every member, as he has voluntarily joined our association, is morally bound, according to The agencies and resources I refer to are our members. We have on the roll of this Society the names of all those connected with our Medical School and our hospitals. We count amongst our members a very large proportion of the medical practitioners of this city, and many, we should be happy to have more, of our professional brethren practising in different districts of the country. In regard to the working of this machinery, I wish to speak frankly, for I think a certain amount of error here has prevented us obtaining all the good we might expect. I have heard it frequently said that this Society must depend for its communications and supply of interesting material principally on those members connected with our hospitals and Medical School. This is doubtless a most important source, and one to which we must always look for support.
It has never yet failed us, and I do not fear it failing. The danger rather seems to me to be, that from the resources and activity of this section of our members, it may come to be trusted to so exclusively, that others may perhaps think it unnecessary for them to take any share in the work. Whilst, therefore, I would still expect those connected with our hospitals and schools to furnish us with a large share of contributions, I would specially urge upon the other sections of our Society taking their share of the work. They can scarcely plead want of material, for when we consider the number of experienced medical men in this city actively engaged in the practice of their profession, and the daily observation of disease, it can scarcely be but that cases and facts of great value must frequently come under their notice, which, if properly used, would have most important bearings on the advancement and consolidation of our medical knowledge. I Avound of dead and decomposing matter was one very common source of surgical fever. Ligatures were never left in a stump without some decomposition being set up; and whether anchored to strangled arteries or not, they could not but act as setons. The greatest improvement of all Avould be, if arteries could be shut up without a foreign body of any kind being left in the wound, even for a few hours. Yelpeau had stated that, out of some 130 cases, he had met with five cases only of removal of the breast in which the wounds had healed by the first intention; and these five cases had this in common, that in none of them had ligatures been applied. Dr Coghill (a former assistant of Dr Simpson) had informed him that he had removed a diseased mamma from a very stout woman; the wound was very great, eleven inches in length ; some arteries bled; needles were introduced so as to compress them, and retained only for from half-an-hour to an hour and a half; the wound was then dressed, and healed completely by the first intention. Here was a confirmation artificially, as it were, by acupressure of the truth of Yelpeau's accidental observation. But 
